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~may be in. a state of good or bad health-fa soc1ety in a- state of

 BETWIXT AND BETWEEN: THE LIMINAL PERIOD IN RITES DE PASSAGE °

-~
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C'Victor»W Turnerf_g,-.( : S
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IN THIS PAPER I w1sh to con51der some of the soc1ocultural proper-llf“

ties of the M1iminal perlod"éln that class ‘of rltuals Wthh Arnold =
van Gennep has deflnltlvely characterlzed as "rites: de passaqe.";:glw

If our basic model of soc1ety is that of a- "structure of p051tlons"l'

we must. regard the perlod of - margln or. "llmlnallty" as lnterstruc-~*

'~_t10nal" s1tuatlon. - I shall con81der, notably 1n the case of lnltla-j

tion rltes, ‘some - of the maln features of 1nstructlon among the .
simpler societies.. I shall also take note of certaln symbollc'\

themes which concretely express. 1nd1genous concepts about the natureﬁ

f;of “1nterstructural" human belngs. A s 7
" Rites de passage are found in all soc1et1es but tend to reach

‘uthelr maximal expres51on in small—scale relatlvely stable and. cy—‘-*"*""‘”"l

*cllcal soc1et1es, where. change 1is bound up with blologlcal and

meteorologlcal rhythms ‘and-recurrences rather than w1th technologl-V“

*jcal 1nnovatlons. - Such rltes 1nd1cate and constltute tranSLtlons

. between states. By "state" I mean here "a relatlvely fixed or {f;%5-~
- stable. condltlon," ‘and would 1nclude in, its. ‘meaning such social ;
"f;constanc1es as legal status, profe331on, offlce or: calllng,'rank or e
~ degree. I. ‘also hold it to. des1gnate the condltlon of-a person as
,k;determlned by hlS culturally recognlzed degree of maturatlon as,;lﬁ,f,

- when .one- speaks ‘of "the. marrled or. 51ngle state" or the "state of i
"1nfancy " - The. term "state" may also be. applled to ecologlcal con->3~7

i;}dltlons, or to- the physical, mental or emotional condition . in- whlch o
.a-person: or: group may :be . found at a partlcular tlme.; Thus a man -

war. or peace or a state of - famlne or of" plenty. State, in: short

i - is_a more inclusive. concept than status or. offlce,,and refers to f,"ff
‘1g,any type of stable or recurrent condltlon that ‘is culturally recog-fg;
- .nized. One may, I suppose, also talk about "a state of: tran51tlon,"fﬂ

" since J. S. Mlll has,,after ‘all, wrltten of "a state. of.. progres31ve'3‘
'3y,movement " but I prefer to regard trans1tlon ‘as-a process,. a be-;};fff-
f,comlng,iand in the case of rites de passage even a transformation: —
~here an apt analogy would be water in process of being heated. to j;fﬁ}
'»b01llng p01nt or a pupa changlng from grub to moth. . In- -any- case,,;f;

a trans1tlon has dlfferent cultural propertles from those of a state:
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as I hope to~show presently., e - e S T
~Van- ‘Gennep. hlmself deflned "rltes de passaqe",as "rltes whlch

To. pornt up the contrast between'"state" and "tran51t10n," I. employ
"state" to lnclude all hlS other terms.; Van Gennep has shown that
all rltes of trans1t10n are marked: by three phases-'separatlon,:“‘
margln (or llmen),;and aggregatlon.a The flrst phase of separation '
comprlses symbollc behaviour: 51gn1fy1ng the detachment of “the* 1nd1-fr7
v1dual or: group elther from an’earlier flxed p01nt in- the" SOClal
structure or a set’ of cultural condltlons {a "State") durlng ‘the
1nterven1ng'"llm1nal"‘perlod the state ‘of: ‘the: rltual subject (the
"passenger") is- amblguous,~he passes through a realm Wthh ‘has few
or. none of: the attrlbutes of ‘the past or comlng state; in the’ thlrd

corporate, ddsinta stable state once. more - and by v1rtue of - thlS has_,g
rights and obllgatlons of ‘a clearly deflned and "structural"‘type

tends to accompany what Lloyd Warner ‘has called "the movement of a:
man through ‘his: llfetlme,_from a fixed: placental placement w1th1n

stone and. flnal contalnment in: ‘his’ grave as- a dead organlsm e e
punctuated by .a number of crltlcal moments ‘of transition which: all
soc1et1es rltuallze and publlcly ‘mark’ w1th sultable observances to .
1mpress the s1gn1f1cance of the: 1nd1v1dual ‘and the group on llv1ngfg~‘
members of the communlty. -These are the 1mportant tlmes of - blrth Sl
puberty, marrlage ,and- death“'(l959 303) But as van: Gennep, Henrl .
Junod and others have shown ~rites de’ passaqe ‘are- not conflned to -
culturally deflned llfe-crlses ‘but may- accompany any change from oneJ””
‘state to another, as when a whole* trlbe goes ‘to- war “or when 1t
attests to the passage from scarc1ty to- plenty by performlng a - _
flrst—frults ‘or a harvest festlval._ ‘Rites de passage, too,- ‘are not
restrlcted,;s001olog1cally speakrng, ‘to-movements- ‘between ascrlbed“°“
 statuses.: They also- concern entry: ‘into a new achieved status '

club or- secret soc1ety.» Ox they may admit ‘persons. lnto membershlp R
[of a- rellglous ‘group where such: a group does not in¢lude the -whole -
society, - or quallfy them for the. off1c1al dutles of the cult ,some-*i
times ‘in a graded ‘series of: r1tes.~'“’ '

1st1cs of trans1tlon in r\latlvely stable 5001et1es I shall focus -
attentlon on rites de passage- which: tend to have well—developed
liminal perlods.‘ On-the" whole, initiation: rltes, whether ‘into - = -
soc1al maturlty or cult membershlp, ‘best’ exempllfy tran51tlon,»51nce"f,
they have well—marked and - protracted marglnal or liminal phases. '~ .~
I shall. pay only brlef ‘heed- ‘here to. rites- ‘of separatlon and aggre—f*
gatlon, since -these are more closely 1mp11cated in:social structure
than rltes of llmlnallty., lelnallty durlng 1n1t1atlon is, therefore

\ -\ o

_jhfé;:

accompany every change of place, state; social’ posrtlon and" age."*?d‘ﬁ**" =

phase the passage 1s consummated The rltual subject 1nd1v1dual or~7'

and is expected ‘to behave in accordance ‘with® certaln customary . normsff'dd’"
and- ethlcal standards., The most promlnent type of ‘rites: de- passaqe -

his. mother's womb. to ‘his death and ultlmate fixed: p01nt of ‘his tomb—'i‘ﬁw

whether thlS be ‘a- polltlcal offlce or: membershlp of ‘an- exclus1ve fvtff o

Slnce the main problem of this. paper 1s the nature and characterAQ"?‘



. formative, ceremony conflrmatory.

the prlmary ‘datum of - thlS study, though I w1ll draw on other aspects
- of passage ritual where the argument. demands ‘this. I-may state ‘here,

‘partly as an. a51de that I cons1der the: term 'rltual'pls more. flt—;i

- tingly applled to forms: of rellglous behav10ur assoc1ated with soc1al‘
transitions, while the term 'ceremony' has a- closer bearing on re-
ligious behaviour associated with social states - where polltlco-*;if
legal- lnstltutlons also have greater 1mportance.t thual is trans-:v;_

The subject: of:passagerrltual is, in. the 11m1na1 perlod structur—;;
ally, if not physically, 'invisible'. :As members-of ‘society most of
us only see what we expect to. see, and what we- expect to'see is- what'lg
we are conditioned to see when we have learned the definitions and - =
classifications of .our culture.. A society's secular deflnltlons do~ﬁ
not allow for the existence of a not—boy—not-man ‘which is.what a .
novice in a male puberty rlte is: (1f ‘he can be: said to’ be anythlng) iFJ
But a set of essentially rellglous deflnltlons CO-EXlSt w1th these,
which do set out to define the structurally 1ndef1nable;'trans1tlonal—
being'. The tran51tlonal—be1ng or. 'llmlnal persona -is defined: by a-
name, and by a set- of symbols.; The same name :is very. frequently em—: .
‘ployed to de51gnate those who are belng initiated into very dlfferent;
states of life. For example,.among the Ndembu .of Northern RhodeSLa
;the name mwadyl may mean varlous thlngs.a it may ‘stand for.'a boy. .
novice in circumcision rites' or 'a:chief- de51gnate underg01ng hlS
1nstallatlon rltes or, yet agaln,,'the flrst or- rltual w1fe_ who -

-~ has 1mportant rltual duties in the domestic- famlly our own terms

oo lnltlate and - neophyte have .a similar- breadth of . reference. th,yzk
would seem- from this that emphaSLS tends to- be lald on the tran51t10nr

‘ 1tself rather than on the partlcular states between whlch 1t lS V

taklng place.~;5< f - : T : : SRR ey

“The symbollsm attached to and surroundlng the llmlnal persona 1s
~complex and blzarre., Much -of: 1t 1s modelled- on human. blologlcal
'processes, Wthh are. concelved to be what Lev1-Strauss mlght call
'isomorphic’ w1th structural ‘and cultural processes.i They glve an -
outward and v151b1e -form to an lnward and conceptual process.“ The .
structural 1nv151b111ty of ‘liminal personae- has a: twofold char—~a;~*
acter.u They are-at . once no longer classified: and not- yet claSS1f1ed B
In so far as. they ‘are no :longer: classified. the symbols whlch repre Sad
sent them are, - in_many soc1et1es, drawn from the blology of death -
o decompos1tlon, katabollsm, and other phy51cal ‘processes whlch have a"

~negative .tinge, such as menstruation - (frequently regarded as .the: ‘
absence or loss of a'foetus). ~(Thus in some boys ‘initiations. newly-€
. circumcised boys are- expllc1tly likened to menstruatlng ‘women) .. “In o
so far as a neophyte is structurally 'dead" -he or- she may be: treated
for a long or short period, as a corpse is customarlly treated in:
his or her society. (cf. Stobaeus" quotatlon, probably from- a- lost
‘work of Plutarch, "Initiation and death- correspond word for word e
and thing for thing." [Tames: 1961: 132]) The neophyte may - be burled
forced to lie motionless -in- the posture and dlrectlon of customary
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burlal may be stalned black or may be forced to llve for a:’ whlle:* ‘-
in. the company : of masked ‘and monstrous. mummers. representlng,,lnter:,f?.

alia, the. dead, or worse Stlll ~the un—dead - The. metaphor of - dlS-fcd;;“>

solutlon 1s often applled to neophytes - they are .allowed to. go
fllthy and ldentlfled w1th the ‘earth, the generallzed matter into:
Wthh every specrflc 1nd1v1dual is rendered down. Partlcular Fform
here becomes general matter,— often their very names. are taken. from
them and each is- called solely by the generlc term for neophyte
or t'initiand. - : o

The other aspect that they are not yet cla551f1ed 1s often ex—
pressed in. symbols modelled on processes. of gestatlon and parturl—:.f
tion. - -The- neophytes are. llkened to Jo) o treated .as embryos,vnew—born
lnfants or suckllngs by symbollc means. Wthh vary . from culture to
culture. I-shall return to thlS -theme presently.,‘ng;v,v :

- But:the essentlal feature of these symbollzatlons is. that the e
neophytes are neither- llVlng nor- dead from one aspect and both 1lv-{~»
ing and dead from another.. . Thelr condltlon ‘is one.of ambiguity and.
paradox, a: confusron of - -all: the customary categorles., Jakob ‘Boehme,
the ' German mystlc whose. obscure wrltlngs yet gave: Hegel his cele-
brated dlalectlcal trlad'" llked/to 'say that "In:Yea-and: Nay all: -
thlngs consrst'7' lelnallty may- perhaps be regarded as the Nay to: -
all p031t1ve structural assertlons but as in- some sense the. sourcejQL
of them-all, ~and, more than that ‘as-a- realm of pure. poss1b111ty
whence novel conflguratlons of - 1deas and relatlons may -arise. T ﬁV,
w1ll not pursue this- p01nt here but after all Plato, a speculatlve’ N
phllosopher,-lf there. ever was one,. did acknowledge his philosophi~- .
cal debt to- the teachlngs of the Eleu31n1an and - :Orphic. initiations ..
of Attlca.; And we have no way of - knowing whether primitive- 1n1tla-“
tions merely conserved lore., Perhaps they also generated new - -
thought ‘and new: custom.ar_;é - R S

Dr.,Mary Douglas, of Un1vers1ty College London,;hasarecentlyy .
advanced . (in an as yet unpublished book on pollution'nOtions)’thelx
very 1nterest1ng and 1llum1nat1ng view that the concept of- pollutlon

'is a reaction: to protect cherished prrncrples and categories from:

contradlctlon' - She ‘holds that 1n effect, what' is unclear and con—*~?~

Iradlctory (from the perspectlve of: social- deflnltlon) tends to be
regarded as (rltually) unclean.  The unclear is- the unclean: e.g.
she examlnes the - prohlbltlons on eatlng certain animals and crusta-‘~"‘
ceans in Leviticus in the - llght of this. hypothe51s (these belng B
creatures that cannot be" unamblguously cla531fled ‘in- terms of :
tradltlonal crlterla) From this standpornt one~would expect to
£ind that tran51tlonal—be1ngs ‘are- partacularly pollutlng, ‘since. ,
they  are nelther one ~thing nor another, or may even be both nelther
here nor there ‘and- may even. be nowhere (1n terms of any recognlzed s
cultural topography), ‘and are. at the very-: least. "betW1xt and. between“\
all. the recognlzed flxed p01nts in- space—tlme of structural- cla351fl-,
catlon.— And in fact, in confirmation of Dr.- Douglas s hypothe51s,;f_]f
llmlnal personae nearly always and everywhere are regarded as
S SN : :




“‘Qstate., I think that we ‘may perhaps usefully: dlscrlmlnate here be—?~

‘kffkfact ‘often regarded as “the ‘unbounded ;- “the - 1nf1n1te the llmltless.efc
. Since- neophytes are- not only structurally 1nv1s1ble (though

- secluded, partlally or completely,rfrom the- realm of culturally
-~ defined and ordered states and statuses.; Often the 1nd1genous term

‘1“bu11t up on these dlStlnCthHS.v It is con51stent with this- to find

- male-nor female.ﬂ Alternatlvely, they may be symbollcally ass1gned

e expressed in hlS Symp051um that ‘the first humans: ‘were- androgynes._fIfx

Hﬁffstructureless realm they do not - apPlY"a“,ffﬂ N

~pollut1ng to. those who have never been, so to- speak '"inoculated"'~”
~against - them,,through hav1ng been themselves initiated into" the same

tween. the Statlcs and: Dynamlcs of pOlluthn situations. In other 7.
' words, we may have’ to dlstlngulsh between pollutlon notions which

concern- states that have been amblguously or - contradlctorlly ‘defined,
and those which: derlve from ‘ritualized tran31tlons between’ states.
- In the flrst case we ‘are’ deallng with what has been’ defectlvely ify
deflned or ordered “in the second with what cannot be defined in- "Q‘*

“statlc terms.- ‘We ‘@re not’ deallng w1th structuzal contradictions .
when we dlscuss llmlnallty, ‘but-with ‘the essentlally unstructured

~ (which is ‘at once destructured and’ p__fstructured) and often. the"

~ people themselves see” thls in- terms of brlnglng neophytes lnto close

connectlon Wlth delty or w1th superhuman power, w1th what is; i insoi o} .

lsphy81cally v1s1ble) and ritually" pollutlng, they are very commonly‘

for the- llmlnal perlod 1s,'as among Ndembu,,the locatlve form of a
‘noun - meanlng 'seclusion’ site" (kunkanka “kung'ula) . * They . are some—f'
times ‘said to 'be 1n another place.i Neophytes have phy51cal but :
not social 'reallty hence they ‘have" to be hldden, Sane it is- a~ﬂ"
‘paradox, a scandal, to see what ought not to be: there'* Where they
are not removed to a- sacred place of concealment they: are- often
disquised - in masks" or. grotesque costumes or strlped w1th whlte s
red or- black clay and the’ llkG.“‘j‘;*‘“ S BT R e "jj~,
_ In.societies domlnantly structured by klnshlp 1nst1tutlons,lsex""
*dlstlnctlons have great' structural 1mportance.{ Patrlllneal and
humatrlllneal m01et1es and clans,‘rules ‘of exogamy, etc., rest and are

- that in liminal 51tuatlons (1n klnshlp—domlnated soc1et1es) neophytes
‘are sometlmes treated or: symbollcally represented as belng neither -

’“characterlstlcs ‘of both sexes, 1rrespectlve of their: blologlcal sex.]
- (Bruno Bettelhelm (1954) has collected much " 1llustrat1ve ‘material

~on this- p01nt from lnltlatlon rltes ) They are symbollcally elther
sexless or. amblsexual “and may . be regarded as ‘a ‘kind' of “human: prlma

: materla——as undlfferentlated raw materlal ‘It was: perhaps from the:
‘rites of" the Hellenic: mystery rellglons that Plato derlved ‘his notlon

the llmlnal perlod is seen.as ‘an’ 1nter—structural phase in social
T.dynamlcs ‘the. symbollsm both of androgyny and sexlessness 1mmed1ately
~ becomes ‘intelligible in- soc1olog1cal terms w1thout the need- to 1mport
fpsychologlcal (and espec1ally depth—psychologlcal) explanatlons.g Slnce
sex: dlstlnctlons are 1mportant components of structural status, 1n a

A further structurally negatlve characterlstlc of tran51tlonal-be1ngﬁ
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's that they have nothlng They have no. status, property, 1nS1gn1a,

secular. clothlng,;rank klnshlp p051tlon,unothlng to demarcate :them-
structurally from thelr fellows.; Thelr condltlon 1s lndeed the very
rototype ‘of & sacred poverty._ nghts over: property,:goods and ser—wf\ff‘
vices: 1nhere 1n pOSlthnS in the pOllthO-jural structure., -Since

In the words of Klng‘Lear they represent naked unaccomodated man.'. . -
oI have no: tlme to analyse other symbollc ‘themes whlch express these»
attrlbutes of. 'structural 1nv151b111ty amblgulty and neutrallty
L. want now to draw your attentlon to certaln p051t1ve aspects of -
llmlnallty Already we- have noted how certaln llmlnal processes are o
regarded- as analogous to ‘those - of gestatlon parturltlon, and . suckllng.[
Und01ng, dlssolutlon, decomposrtlon are accompanled by processes of
growth, transformatlon ‘and - the . reformulatlon of old elements -in new.
patterns.ﬂ It is. 1nterest1ng to note how by. the. pr1nc1ple of the. y'
economy: (or;par31mony) of symbollc reference loglcally antlthetlcal
processes of -death and - growth may ‘be represented by. the. same. SR
tokens - e.g. by huts and tunnels Wthh are - at once - tombs and wombs,,
by lunar symbollsm,;(for the same moon waxes and wanes) by snake "
symbollsm (for the. snake appears to dle, but only to shed its: old.
skin and -appear in. a: new one), by bear symbollsm, (for the bear~uf"'
'dles' “in autumn and is reborn - in sprlng) by nakedness (whlch is.
at once the mark of a- new—born 1nfant and a corpse prepared ‘for

tlon characterlzes the. pecullar unlty of the llmlnal that Wthh is
nelther this nor- that and yet is both. AT T RS
I have spoken of the lnter—structural character of the llmlnal

ex1st),,and connectlng neophytes wrth one another,,ex1sts a- set of
relatlons Wthh compose a:"soc1al structure ~of . hlghly specrflc type.
It is a. structure of a- very 51mple kind: between instructors and. :
neophytes there is often complete authorlty and” complete subm1s31on,
among - neophytes ‘there is often complete eguallty.; Between 1ncumbents
of - p031tlons in- secular polltlco~jural systems there- ex1st 1ntr1cate"p
and srtuatlonally shlftlng networks of rlghts and” dutles proportloned
F.to their rank, - status and corporate afflllatlon.y There ~are many
dlfferent klnds of. pr1v1leges and obllgatlons, many degrees of ,
superordlnatlon and subordlnatlon. ~In the: llmlnal ‘period such RERE T
distinctions. and gradatlons tend to-be: ellmlnated “But it must be
understood that the authorlty of the elders over" the neophytes is
‘not based on legal sanctlonS°f1t is in a’ sense the personlflcatlon

elders is. absolute because 1t represents the absolute,: -the - ax1omat1c
values of soc1ety in Wthh are expressed the " common good“ and the,

common lnterest. “And’ the ‘essence - of the complete obedlence of thef

neophytes is- to submlt ‘to:the elders but only 1n so. far as they are

in. charge, so to speak fof the common good and represent 1n thelr

TN e
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they do not occupy such- pos1tlons neophytes ‘exercise nosuch rlghts.,.-;,,"'ka

burlal) and by 1nnumerable other symbollc formatlons ‘and actlons. fThisffp
corncrdence of opposrte processes and. notions in a. srngle representa-qé'

But ~in fact between neophytes and thelr 1nstructors (where these.”'w7‘

of the self-evident authorlty of tradltlon.v The authorltyﬂof the_jjc:.‘mF



-~ community or comity of comrades ‘and- not a structure of h1erarch1~9“

persons the total community. That the authorlty in question is
‘really qulntessentlal tradition emerges’ clearly in societies where

initiations are not: collectlve but. 1nd1v1dual and where there are no'
. instructors or gurus. "For- example ‘Omaha boys, like other North
American Indians;,  go ‘alone" into- the- w1lderness to fast and. pray
(Hocart 1952:160). “This" solitude is llmlnal between boyhood and
,manhood. - If they dream that- they recelve a woman's burden—strap, u,»“ n
‘they. feel compelled to'dress and live henceforth in every way as '
women. -Such men are known as mixuga. The authority of such a’ _
dream in such a situation is ‘absolute. ‘Alice Cummlngham Fletcher SO
‘tells of one. Omaha who ‘had been forced in- thlS way. to-live as-a .~
~woman, -but whose ‘natural inclinations: led him to rear a- famlly and _
- to go:on the: warpath. ‘Here the mixuga was not ‘an invert but ‘a’ man f?
bound by the. authorlty ‘of trlbal ‘beliefs and values: Among many ;
. Plains- Indlans, ‘boys-on- thelr lonely V1s1on\Quest 1nfllcted ordeals f, “
- and-tests on themselves that ‘amounted- to tortures.l These agaln CEEL
were not- ba51cally self—tortures lnfllcted by a masochlstlc tempera—»'
~ ment but due to obedience to- ‘the authorlty ‘of - tradltlon ‘in the
. liminal 51tuat10n -a type of situation in- whlch there is no room
for secular compromlse, evas1on, manlpulatlon casulstry and : i
maneuver in the field of custom, rule-and norm. Here again a }~;;r"§
cultural explanatlon seems preferable to- a psychologlcal one._-A' e
“normal man acts abnormally ‘because’ he 'is obedient to tribal - tradl—?i‘
tion, not out. of dlsobedlence to lt & He does not evade but fulflllsd
his duties as a c1tlzen. : STE L : B S '
But if -complete obedience characterlzes the relatlonshlp of S
neophyte to elder, complete. equallty usually characterlzes the rela—f'
- tionship of neophyte to neophyte; where “the- rltes are collectlve. o
This comradeship must be dlstlngulshed from brotherhood or- 31bllng--}
~ship, since in the latter relation there is- always the: 1nequallty of,
~ older and younger, which often achieves - llngUlSth representatlon
. and may- be maintained by legal ‘sanctions. - The llmlnal ‘group is -a.

R - Y. Y. N W o

~cally arrayed ‘positions. - ThlS comradeshlp transcends dlstlnctlons
~-of rank, age, klnshlp pos1tlon, ‘and,- in some: klnds of- cultlc group, f*
~even of sex. Much of the behaviour recorded by ethnographers in- 1,,
seclusion. situations falls under the: pr1nc1ple-% 'Each for all, d;ﬁi
~-all for each'. Among the Ndembu of Northern Rhode51a, for example,;,
all food: brought for- nov1ces “in- c1rcumc1810n seclus1on by their- mother
is shared out. equally among them. ' No spec1al favors are bestowed 5
. on the sons of chiefs or: headmen.~ Any food acqulred by nOV1ces in-
e the bush is taken by “the elders and apportloned ‘among ' the- group.i Deep
- friendships between novices are encouraged and’ they- ‘sleep- around i -
lodge-fires in clusters of four or five: partlcular comrades. Butf};ff
all are supposed to be linked by spe01al ‘ties which per51st after‘ﬁ'fiV
~the rites are over, even into old age. 'This friendship, known-as =
- wubwambu. (from a term meanlng 'breast') or wulunda, ‘enables a. manim~ﬂﬁ
-to clalm pr1v1leges ‘of hospltallty of a far—reachlng klnd.; I have




ko need here to dwell on the llfe—long tles that are held ‘to bind
in close friendship. those 1n1t1ated into ‘the same age-set in East -

frican Nllo—Hamltlc and Bantu 5001et1es, into- the same fraternlty
;r sororlty on an Amerlcan campus, or intothe same class 1n a o
aval or: Mllltary Academy in Western Europe.=~p* Lo T
o ThlS -comradeship, with- its” famlllarlty, ease and, I- would add, _
utual - outspokenness, is. once ‘more the product: of - inter-structural =
llmlnallty,rw1th its- scarc1ty of jurally—sanctloned relatlonshlps =
and: ltS emphasis on" ax1omat1c values express1ve of the common® weal R
People can 'be’ themselves it is. frequently’ sald when they are” o
not acting 1nst1tutlonallzed roles.' “Roles, too, carry responS1b111—ﬁi
t1es and in the liminal" 51tuatlon the main burden of respons1b111ty R
is ‘borne: by the elders,,leav1ng ‘the neophytes free to develop
1nterpersonal relatlonshlps as_ they will. They confront one another,‘
as it were, 1ntegrally and not in compartmentallzed fashlon as '
actors of roles. . o e R S ~ g SRR
~The - pa551V1ty of neophytes to thelr 1nstructorﬁ,.the1r malleabll-;:u;
1ty, which is: 1ncreased by submission to ordeat’fthelr reduction to
a ‘uniform - condltlon,‘are 31gns "of ‘the process whereby they are - . A
ground down . to be’ fashloned ‘anew ‘and ‘endowed with addltlonal powers R
to cope ‘with thelr new- station in llfe.« Dr.. Rlchards, -in her - B
superb ‘study- of Bemba glrl's puberty rltes, ‘Chisunqu;" ‘has told us :
that ‘Bemba speak: of grow1ng a g1r1'~ when they ‘mean lnltlatlng her
(l956 121) . This. “term 'to grow' well" expresses “how - ‘many peoples '
think of trans1tlon rites. ‘We are. 1ncllned ‘as: soc1olog1sts~— T
have ‘done "so “‘in thlS paper, and it-is indeed a device whlch helps
us. to- understand many.: klnds Of soc1al 1nterconnectlon -.we are ‘in~-
cllned to- relfy ouxr abstractlons and to ‘talk" about persons ‘moving: %
through ‘structural- positions’ in.a- hlerarchlcal frame and. the like. ff*
Not so.the. Bemba and the Shllluk of the ‘Sudan who see ‘the status or '
condltlon embodled or 1ncarnate Sif you llke, 1n the person.- To R
'grow' a glrl into a woman: ‘is to ‘effect an ontologlcal transformatlon?
it is not merely to convey: an unchanglng substance from one pos1tlon -
to. another by ‘a quasr—mechanlcal force. “Howitt saw. Kurlngals in- o 0
Australia, and I have seen Ndembu.in Africa, drive away grown-up
men before a cxrcumCLS1on ceremony ‘because ‘they had not been in- = ¢
Fitiated. - Among Ndembu men were also“chased off because they had -
only been circumcised at the Mission Hospltal ‘and had not under-

These blologlcally mature men-had not-been 'made- men' by ‘the proper
ritual procedures. ' It- 1sxthe rltual and- the esoterlc teachlng whlch -
grows girls' and makes men. It is the. rltual “too, -which among o
Shilluk makes a prince into a king, or, among Luvale, a cultlvator”f
intora hunter.; The arcane. knowledge or "gnosis" obtalned 'in the
llmlnal period - 1s felt to: change the- 1nmost nature of ‘the neophyte,l
’1mpre551ng him, as a:seal 1mpresses wax, with the: characterlstlcs

of his new. state.; It is not a: mere acqulsltlon of knowledge,‘but

a change 1n belng. HlS apparent pas31v1ty 1s revealed as an

\"'~""‘~\"~ ’ N

gone  the full bush seclus1on accordlng to the orthodox Ndembu rlte.k1j7;’



'l~Greek and Near: Eastern mystery cults., In. the Lesser Eleusinian

':{yln ethlcal and" soc1al obllgatlons, in’ law. and: in- klnshlp rules, and

:; cat;on\of sacra.. The flrst concerns thelr frequent dlsproportlon

”'absorptlon of powers whlch w1ll become actlve after hlS soc1al
- status has been redefined in: the’ aggregation rites. el e
- The structural 31mpllc1ty of the liminal 51tuatlon in many in-
__'1t1atlons is offset by its’ cultural complexity.. I .can only touch
. on one aspect of this vast subject matter here and raise threefx~;ia
'problems in- connectlon w1th it. Th1s aspect is the vital -one of.
the communication of the sacra, the heart of ~the llmlnal matter.,
~“Jane Harrison has shown that 1n -the Greek Eleus1n1an and Orphic -
mysterles this communlcatlon of the" sacra. ‘has three main’ components
- (1903: 144~160). By and large this. _threefold classification holds - ,
-good for 1n1t1atlon rltes all over the world Sacra may be com—~1f'?
‘ munlcated as-]’ LR G _e e 8
' (1) exhlbltlons,f"what ‘is’ shown"-wi;mT
(2) actions, "what is done"~ Gl
and (3) 1nstruct10ns,""what is. sald " S T O N |
‘“Exhlbltlons" ‘would include .evocatory. 1nstruments or sacred artl—ji*'
7 ~cles, .such as rellcs~of deltles, ‘heroes or ancestors, aborlglnal ,
,‘churlngas, sacred drum .or~other musical 1nstruments,‘the contents.va_
" of Amerindian med1c1ne bundles, and the fan, cist and- tympanum : of T

,gMysterles of- Athens, sacra. consisted of a- bone, top, ball tambour—ff,
" ine, 'apples ‘mirror, fan and woolly fleece.4 Other sacra. lnclude
~masks, images, flgurlnes, ‘and efflgles——— the pottery emblems
- (mbusa) of the Bemba would" ‘belong to. thlS class.' In some: klnds of
initiation, as for- example the initiation into . _the. shaman—d1v1ner s
profession among the Saora of . Mlddle Indla, descrlbed by Verrier QFV
Elwyn (1955) plctures and icons representlng the. journeys of the = !
dead or the adventures of supernatural ‘beings- may be shown to:the:.
1n1t1ands., A strlklng feature of such: sacred articles is- often .
their formal simplicity. It is: thelr 1nterpretatlon Whlch is com-?
‘plex, not their .outward form.:/* CET AL e e Sl
- Among the Minstructions" recelved by neophytes may be reckoned
such matters as the revelatlon of the real, -but secularly secret :
"names of the deities or spirits believed to pre51de over- the rites: -i"‘

a very frequent procedure in Afrlcan cultlc ‘or secret. assoc1atlons ‘
(Turner 1962:36). ‘They are ‘also taught:the main: outlines of the;s,““
theogony, . cosmogony and’ mythlcal hlstory of: thelr soc1et1es or ot
. cults, usually with reference ‘to the. sacra ‘exhibited.. Great im- -
"~ portance is attached to. keeplng secret the nature of the .sacra, theEQG‘
- formulae. chanted and instructions given about them. These constl- AR
ytute the crux of llmlnallty, for. whlle 1nstructlon is also given ..

~in technology to fit: neophytes for the duties of" future office; no: “L*{*
- interdiction is placed on knowledge thus imparted since it tends tof;37
be current among unlnltlated persons only.w,,;‘v e e .i',
T want to: take up three problems only in- con51der1ng the- communl—ffgi

‘;,the'second;their monstrousness,}and the thlrd thelr mystery




I When one examlnes the masks, costumes, flgurlnes and so forth
vdlsplayed in- 1n1t1atlonf51tuatlons,_one is often" struck as’ I have

by .the. way in which. certaln natural and cultural features .are repre- |
'sented as; dlsproportlonately large or small A head nose or phallus,:
fa hoe, bow. or meal mortar are represented as. huge or: tlny by comparlerf
"son w1th other features of . thelr context whlch retain thelr normal =~
451ze., (For a good example of thlS see‘"The man. w1thout arms" 'n«"-q;
’Chlsungu [Rlchards l956 211], a flgurlne of a- lazy man w1th an enor—

| tion amountlng sometlmes to. car1cature7= It seems to me that to. en—,;
clarge or dlmlnlsh or dlscolor in. thlS way 1s a prlmordlal mode of
;abstractlon._ The outstandlngly exaggerated feature is made into an:
object of reflectlon.q Usually it is not a’ unlvocal symbol whlch is
thus: represented but a. multlvocal “one, ‘a. semantlc molecule with many,;
components.; .One example is. the Bemba pottery emblem COShl wa ng'oma,
'The NurSLng Mother descrlbed by Audrey Rlchards ‘in- Chlsungu.uwl L
Thls is:a clay flgurlne, nlne 1nches hlgh of an exaggeratedly preg—‘;;'

'dllng song P : SEL T S _fa~£~~‘;,>»a,,at;,ﬂ
e My, mother decelved mel s T ig e L
COShl wa. ng oma.,,,g?hf;;,ﬁ
s So you have deceived me;
-I have become pregnant agaln. R R
'Bemba women 1nterpreted this to Rlchards as. follows'°',i ,
-~ . coshi wa ng'oma was a. m1dw1fe of legendary fame and is. L
omerely addressed in thlS song.i The girl- complalns be-#
~ cause her mother told her to wean her first child too.
‘soon so that it died; or. alternatlvely told her that = . .
. -she would take the flrst child if her. daughter had a‘;‘ S
f;fsecond one.i But she was trlcklng her and. now .the glrl
““has two’ bables to look after., The moral stressed is R
" the duty of requ1ng intercourse with the husband before,._ o
' .the baby is weaned, i.e. at the second or third year.
: "ThlS is a ‘common - Bemba practlce. (1956 209—210) : - S
In the flgurlne the exaggerated features are the number of chlldren..g”
carrled at once by the woman and. her enormously dlstended belly.-rp,y
'Coupled w1th the song 1t encourages the. novice to. ponder upon two {”
relatlonshlps v1tal to her, those. w1th her mother and her husband
‘Unless the novice ‘observes the. ‘Bemba weaning custom, ~her mother's fff:_r
5 de51re ‘for grandchlldren to lncrease ‘her- matrlllneage and her hus~Lf :
band's des;re for renewed sexual 1ntercourse will: between ‘them. actu-,fﬁ
rally destroy ‘and not increase her offsprlng.« Underlylng this is the -
deeper moral that to- ablde by trlbal custom and not to. sin agalnst _
it elther by excess or defect ‘is. to llve satlsfactorlly.; Even. to . -
please those one loves may be to 1nv1te calamlty, 1f such compllance,f~

kb ]

fbeen when observ1ng ‘Ndembu masks ‘in. C1rcumc151on and funerary rltes,,H,;

mous penis but no arms.) Or thlngs retaln thelr customary shapes butff'
-are. portrayed in unusual colors., What is the p01nt of this exaggera- S

‘nant mother shown carrylng four bables at’ the same time, one at her‘H117
cbreast and three at her back.; To thls flgurlne is. attached a r1d—~ DR



o vironment: they have hitherto taken for granted.af

. Qw1th ‘those" p051tlons.v They are also’ dlvested of thelr prev10us hablts

b" thelr cosmos and the powers that generate and sustaln ‘them.: lelnality

defies the 1mmemor1al WlSdom of the elders embodled in the mbusa.,‘°
This wisdom is vouched for by the mythlcal and archetypal mldW1fe if“
Coshi wa ng'oma. - T - = e ;7_“1

If the exaggeration of 31ngle features 'is not 1rrat10nal but ;fffj~'
thought-provoking, - the same. - may also be sald ‘about the’ representa—*‘”

tion -of monsters. Earlier wrlters ~-"such as J. A McCullock (l9l3)
in his- artlcle on"Monsters 1n Hastlnqs Encyclopaedia of Rellqlon :f
and Ethics -= are 1nc11ned to’ regard bizarre and monstrous masks

~and figures, such as frequently appear in- the liminal perlod of. -
- initiations, as the: product of- 'halluc1natlons, nlght—terrors and ‘
dreams.' McCulloch" goes on to argue that 'as man drew llttle dls-5ﬁ{
~tinction (1n prlmltlve soc1ety) between hlmself and anlmals, ‘as hej
“thought that transformation from one. to the other was pos51ble, ‘SO
he easily ran human and animal together. This' in part accounts for
animal-headed gods or anlmal—gods with human heads., ‘My own view -
is the: oppos1te one’ ‘that monsters- are manufactured prec1sely to teach‘
neophytes to: dlstlngulsh clearly between the dlfferent factors of ]
“reality, as it is concelved in thelr culture. Here, I thlnk Wllllam_{
"James ‘so-called’ law of dlssoc1at10n may help us: to clarlfy the jﬁﬂf'
: problem of monsters. It may be: stated as follows-"when a and b have
, occurred together as parts- of the ‘same ‘total object without' belng k
discriminated, the occurrence of one of these,‘a, in. a.ngw comblna-'g',
tion ax, favors the dlscrlmlnatlon of a, b, and X from one:another.~f;,
As James himself puts it, 'What is assoc1ated now with one thing and ;
now with another, tends to become dlssoc1ated from elther;fand to - _
grow into an object of abstract contemplatlon by ‘the mindys One m1ght1
call this the law. of- "dlssoc1atlon by varylng concomltants.f' e ‘
‘(1918 506) L e S , ¢ e e :
From this. standp01nt fmuch of the" grotesqueness and monstr051ty of

liminal sacra may be seen to. be aimed not so much at terror121ng or
bemusing neophytes into’ subm1551on or out of thelr w1ts as "at maklng
them vividly ‘and rapldly aware of what may be’ called the"factors

of their culture. I have myself seen Ndembu and Luvale masks whlch
combine features of both sexes,” have both anlmal and human attrlbutes,
and unlte in a 51ngle representatlon human characterlstlcs ‘with those - §
- of the natural landscape.‘ One ikishi- mask is” partly human - and partly}
; represents a grassy- plaln. Elements are w1thdrawn from thelr usual
~ settings and comblned with" one ‘another- 1n a totally unlque conflgura—;,
- tion, the" monster or. dragon., Monsters startle neophytes 1nto thlnk4 L
~ing about " objects, persons,:relatlonshlps and’ features of thelr en— V

o In dlscu551ng the structural aspect of llmlnallty I mentloned howy_k
‘neophytes are w1thdrawn from their structural p051tlons and conse—f“*“
quently from the: values,\norms,,sentlments and technlques assoc1ated

,Of thought feellng and actlon. Durlng the- llmlnal perlod neophytes
are alternately forced and- encouraged to: thlnk ‘about their. soc1ety,‘-

- 4 "\’
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may be partly descrlbed as a- stage of reflectlon.f In it those 1deas,,37
sentlments and facts that’ had been hltherto for the" neophytes bound
L up in conflguratlons and accepted unthlnklngly are,«as 1t were, - re-,',
solved ‘into their- constltuents., These constltuents are 1solated and :
made 1nto objects of reflection: for. the neophytes by ‘such processes
as. componentlal exaqqeratlon and dlssoc1atlon by varylnq concomltants,
The communication of sacra and- other forms of- esoterlc instruction
really 1nvolve three processes though these should not be" regarded
as in'series but' as in- parallel The flrst 'is the reduction of
culture into recognlzed components or factors;" the second is thelr
recomblnatlon in fantastic or monstrous_patterns -and shapes- ‘and the
third ‘is thelr recombination in ways that make sense with: reqard to
the new staté and status which the neophytes will enter., =

- The second: process, monster— or fantasywmaklng, focuses attentlon
on the components of" the masks and efflgles, ‘'which are so radlcally
ill-assorted that “they stand out and can be thought about.~ The
monstros1ty of the conflguratlon throws 1ts elements 1nto rellef.,
Put a man's: ‘head. on a llon s body and- you ‘think about the human head
in- the. abstract Perhaps 1t becomes for you, as’a member of a. glven
culture and w1th the approprlate guldance,“an emblem of chleftalnshlp,
Or it may ‘be- explalned as representlng the soul as agalnst the ‘body. "
or 1ntellect -as contrasted’ ‘with brute force. Or innumerable other"”“
thlngs., But there could be ‘less’ encouragement to’ reflect on heads
‘and headship" if ‘that same head were firmly ensconced on its: famlllar,;'
| its -all“too famlllar, human body The: man—llon monster also .encour~ ‘"
ages ‘“the observqr to thlnk about llonsj their. hablts, qualltles, >
metaphorlcal propertles rellglous slgnlflcance, and ' SO on. -More
1mportant than’ these ~the relation between ‘man and llon, emplrlcal
- and metaphorlcal ‘may’ ‘be - speculated upon, -and " new ideas developed on
thls topic. lelnallty here breaks, ‘as. it were the cake -of custom
and enfrancises’ speculatlon.. ‘That:is" why I ‘earlier mentloned Plato s
self—confessed debt to the Greek mysterles. lelnallty 1s the realm’ e
of prlmltlve hypothe51s where there is a certaln freedom to juggle .
with ‘the factors of ex1stence., As in the works of ‘Rabelais- there 1s‘>
a promlscuous 1nterm1ngllng and juxtapOSLng “of the categorles ‘of -
event ‘experience: and knowledge, with- a pedagoglc 1ntentlon.’r FR
- But this llberty has falrly narrow - llmlts., The neophytes: return
to secular’ soc1ety, w1th more alert facultles perhaps and’ enhanced
knowledge of 'how thlngs ‘work; “but ‘they have one more. to become sub—i
ject ‘to custom- and law.f lee the Bemba glrl ‘T mentloned ‘earlier, o
they are shown: that alternatlve ways of actlng ‘and thlnklng to those
laid down by the deltles or ancestors are. ultlmately unworkable and
may have dlsastrous consequences. L ,“ v SRS
' Moreover ~in 1n1t1atlon, ‘there are usually held to be certaln o
axiomatic- principles of constructlon, and certaln bas1c bulldlng :
blocks which" make up the cosmos, and. 1nto whose nature ‘no neophyte
‘may- 1nqu1re. Certaln sacra, usually exhlblted 1n “the most arcane -
eplsodes of the llmlnal perlod represent ‘or: may be 1nterpreted in

SN e




_may be completely absent, however ‘as in the case of the. Ndembu

e July, 1963 Meetlng of +the” Brltlsh ‘A. S.A. . This mystery (mpang u) .

¥ with whlte,ired and black water.; These rlvers ~are said to 'flow:

‘~i'And nowhere else is. such a close analogy drawn, even 1dent1ty made,

‘”symbols which

terms of these ax10matlc pr1nc1ples and prlmordlal constltuents.,?' i
Perhaps we may call these sacerrima, ‘'most sacred thlngs.f Some-~ﬁ?-'
'tlmes they. are 1nterpreted by a myth about the world-maklng act1v1—
g,tles of supernatural beings. 'at the. beglnnlng of thlngs.,j Myths

B mystery of the three rlvers' Wthh I descrlbed in a paper at the B

is exhlblted at c1rcumc1s1on and funerary cult . assocxatlon rltes. ,
~ Three trenches are dug in a. consecrated 51te and filled respectlvely 2

- from. Mzambl,f the. ngh God The 1nstructors tell the neophytes,&lw
Cpartly in- rlddllng songs and partly in dlrect terms. what each river
‘ s1gn1f1es.; ‘Each ‘river' is.a multlvocal symbol w1th a fan’ of refer~
ents’ ranging from llfe—values, ethlcal ideas and soc1al norms to -
grossly phy51olog1cal processes and phenomena.} They seem to be i
 regarded as powers which in varylng combination: underlle ‘or-even_

> constltute what. Ndembu concelve to be reallty., ‘In no other context
'is the 1nterpretat10n of whlteness,‘ edness and blackness SO full

'between these rivers. ‘and bodlly fluids. and em1851ons~ whiteness= semen ]
- milk; redness—menstrual blood, .the blood of birth, blood shed by a kif
"weapon, etc., blackness—faeces,«certaln products of bodlly decay,k,__;ﬁ
etc. ThlS use of .an’ aspect of human phys1ology as a model for -social,
cosmic and rellglous 1deas and processes is a. varlant of a- W1dely»_3_
r~d1str1buted 1n1t1at10n theme~'that the human body is a mlcrocosm of
'the unlverse., The body may be plctured as- androgynoUs,ras male,or
- female, or in terms of one or. other of. ltS developmental stages, as*

- child, mature adult and elder.ﬁ On the other hand “as.in the Ndembu
case,‘certaln of 1ts propertles may be abstracted Whatever the y,_
mode of representatlon the. body is: regarded as a- sort of - symbollc‘,;,
- template for the communlcatlon of gnosrs, mystlcal knowledge, about
the nature of thlngs and how they came to be what they -are. The . =
‘,cosmos may in some cases be- regarded as a- vast human body, in other ;
‘belief systems visible parts of the. body may be taken to portray 1n—i‘
v1s1ble facultles such as reason, passion, w1sdom and so on; . o
others’ again, the dlfferent ‘parts of the: soc1al order are arrayed
~in terms of a human anatomlcal parad1gm.,,*<<"

, Whatever the prec1se mode of explaining’ reallty by the body s
'attrlbutes, sacra Wthh 1llustrate th1s -are. always regarded as abso—
,f;lutely sacrosanct as. ultlmate mysterles.a We are here in: the realm
.of what Warner (1959 3 4) would call non—ratlonal or non—loqlcal

,:arlse out of the ba51c 1ndlv1dual and cultural assumptlons,
- more often unconsc1ous than not, from whlch most soc1al
‘;;actlon sprlngs., They supply the solld core of mental and

fiemotlonal life: of each 1nd1V1dual and group ThlS does not
15amean that they are 1rratlonal or. maladaptlve, or that man -

fcannot often thlnk 1n a. reasonable way about them, but

‘ :
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ifr_’rather that they do not have thelr source in hlS v

"Tfﬁratlonal processes.. When ‘they come “into play, such '

7 factors as. data, eVLdence, proof, and the facts and

”ffiprocedures of- ratlonal thought 1n actlon are apt to
o " be secondary or unimportant. , — S e
o The central cluster of- non—loglcal sacra 1s then the symbollc S
template of the whole system of bellefs and values 1n a. given o
;culture rltS archetypal paradlgm andxultlmate measure. Neophytes
;shown these are often told ‘that they/are in the presenCe of
forms establlshed from the- beglnnlng of thlngs., (Qv. Clcero s
gcomment [Leg IT, 14] on- the EleuS1n1an Myster1es-~'They are‘wa
‘rightly called 1n1t1at10ns ‘(beginnings) because we have thus -
}learned the flrst pr1n01ples of llfe.f) I have ‘used the metapho
fof ‘a seal or stamp in connectlon Wlth the ontologlcal character_j S
;ascrlbed in many 1n1t1atlons ‘to arcane knowledge.l The term "arche- . -
‘type"~denotes in- Greek ‘a master stamp or 1mpress, and these sacra,'

“basic. assumptlons of. the1r culture.; The. neophytes are told also
that they are belng fllled with mystlcal power by what they see andf'
:what they are told about 1t.; Accordlng to the purpose of the - '
“initiation- thlS ‘power. confers on them: capac1t1es to undertake
‘successfully the tasks of thelr new offlce,,ln thlS world or the
‘next LT ‘“\;fﬁ' ,~f. - R S : S »
\  Thus the communlcatlon of sacra- both teaches the neophytes how to=,7'
]thlnk Wlth some degree of abstractlon about thelr cultural mllleu
“and glves them ultimate standards of reference.r At the. same tlme

'of human belng 1nto another.‘ It 1nt1mately united man and office.
)But for a. Varlable whlle there was an- uncommltted man,_an 1nd1v1dual

It 1s not only in the llmlnal perlod of ‘initiations’ that the"
nakedness and vulnerablllty of the rltual subject recelve SymbOllC

presented with a: numlnous 51mpllclty, stamp into the- neophytes the gpgw -

it is believed to. change thelr nature,vtransform them from one. klnd:; |

:rather than a soc1al persona, ‘in a’ sacred communlty of 1nd1v1duals.3?'f

\stress. ‘Let me quote from Hllda Kuper 5 descrlptlon of " the seclu81on;4"

of the. SwaZ1 chlef durlng the Great Incwala Ceremony (l96l 197- 225) -
The Incwala is a natlonal Flrst—Frults rltual performed in” the i
-helght of summer when the early crops rlpen.q The reglments of the
Swazi - natlon assemble at the capltal to celebrate its: rltes, .
whereby the natlon recelves strength for the’ new year. The:' Ay
“Incwala is ‘at’ the ‘same tlme 'a play of klngshlp ‘The klng s well—,p' )
" being is 1dentlf1ed w1th that of the natlon.; Both requlre perlodlc ,;"
rltual strengthenlng.n Lunar symbollsm is promlnent in ‘the rites, 'gjfy
‘as we shall ‘see, ‘and the klng, personlfylng the: natlon, durlng hlS‘f'*
,secluSLOn represents the moon: 1n transrtlon between phases,,nelther
waning nor waxing.- 'Dr. Kuper, Professor Gluckman (1954) and. Pro—y“
fessor Wllson (l96l) have dlscussed the structural ‘aspects of the
Incwala which are clearly present 1n 1ts rltes ‘of separatlon and .
aggregatlon.p What we are about to examlne are the lnter—structural"t;
aspects.,‘f{“ﬂ{e,, SR L 5 : o




" he keeps them.. He is also‘ naked" dlvested of the trappings of"

~ with the earth Wthh the people are forbldden to stab lest the

< of all the outward attrlbutes,ithe acc1dents of hlS klngshlp ‘and-

. Durlng ‘his nlght and day of seclu51on the klng, palnted black
-~ remains, says’ Dr.,Kuper, “palnted in blackness" and "in darkness"-
‘he is unapproachable,_dangerous to. ‘himself and others. He must '
cohablt that night with his first ritual w1fe {in a klnd of
*"mystlcal marrlage"f-- this rltual W1fe 1s, as 1t were, consecrated
for such liminal 51tuatlons] L . : - S
: .The entlre populatlon is- also temporarlly in a state of
,jtaboo and seclu51on.~ Ordlnary act1v1tles and behav1or AR
.~ are suspended sexual intercourse ‘is prohlblted ~no oneuij;"
e may sleep late the follow1ng‘mornlng,eand when they get up -
- they are not allowed to’ touch each other,,to wash ‘the . jhvf"
-~ body, to sit on mats, to poke anythlng into the ground, ‘”
. or even to scratch- their. ‘hair. The ‘children are scolded o
Lf;lf they. play and make merry.~ ‘The sound of 'songs that Jf} SR
v 4‘7has stirred the capltal for nearly a month is abruptly ffjfk' ,
’f;;stllled- ‘it is the day. of bac1sa (cause to hlde) -‘The
f;flklng remains secluded- S day he- sits naked on‘f‘
. a lion skin in the rltual hut of the harem ‘or in the o
" sacred enclosure in -the’ royal cattle byre.  Men of hls,;f¢[j_
”lflnner c1rcle see that he breaks none of the taboos.V‘QH,J_f*
Ce {';'.,on thlS day “the 1dent1f1catlon of the people w1thl°7‘7'
- the king 1s very marked. The sples (who see to it that
~ the people respect the taboos) ‘do not say,?“You are -
i;sleeplng late"qorl"You are scratchlng,ﬂ but "You cause L
~ the king to sleep,ﬁj"You scratch him’ (the klng) ete. B
Other symbollc acts are performed whlch exempllfy the 'darknessf;fgt,
and wax1ng ‘and wanlng moon' themes, e. g., the slaughterlng of a. :;'. 3
black ox, the palntlng of the dueen mother w1th a black mlxture_-ffl_ff
- she is compared again to afhalf—moon ‘while, the king is a° full I
moon, and both are in ecllpse untll ‘the . palnt is washed off flnally
with doctored water, and the rltual subject comes once agaln 1nto
"llghtness" -and. normallty.:f; }v;‘ e T ey E .
In this short passage ‘we have an embarrassment of symbollc rlches.;;v
T will mentlon only a few. themes Wthh bear ‘on- the argument of this.
paper. Let us look at ‘the klng S p051tlon flrSt "He is symbollcally
.invisible,_'black' ,a moon between phases.’ He 1s also under obed1—7g‘
ence to traditional rules, and 'men of his inner c1rcle"see that ﬂff'

.hlS offlce.; He remains. apart from the scenes of h1s polltlcal act:l.on_,E
in a sanctuary or rltual ‘hut. He is_ alSOrQlt would seem ldentlfled

e king’ be affected He is. 'hldden{l The klng 1n short has been dlvested
is reduced to its substance, the- earth' and darkness ‘from which j;;w,
che normal structured order of the Swa21 klngdom w1ll be regenerated g

"in llghtness’ : : : f L : Bt

In thlS betw1xt—and—between perlod 1nﬁthrs’frultful?darkness,ffiic;i'
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‘kinéaandlpeoplehare‘Closely rdentlfled There is. a mYétlCéll 5011‘“"’

‘darity between: them, which contrasts sharply with the hierarchical ;lﬁk

‘rank—domlnated structure-of ordlnary Swazi life. It .is only in .
darkness, 51lence, cellbacy, in. the absence of- merrlment and- move-qu
,ment that the king and. people- can thus be* one.; For. every normal
actlon is involved in the rlghts “and obllgatlons of a ‘structure.
_whlch deflnes status. and establlshes social distance between men. o
“Only in their Trapplst sabbath of - tran51tlon may ‘the Swazi regen—,"

erate the soc1al tlssues torn by confllcts ar1s1ng from dlstlnctlons:?,'>

:of status and dlscrepant structural norms.. . ,
I end thlS paper. w1th an 1nv1tatlon to lnvestlgators of rltual to -

focus their attention on the phenomena and processes of. m1d~tran51—{nf'

ftlon., It is these, I. hold that paradox1cally expose the baSLC%**»
bulldlng blocks of ‘culture just when we. pass out of ‘and before we
’re—enter the structural realm.f In Sacerrima and thelr lnterpreta—

tlons we have categorles of data’ that may. usefully be handled by the

new sophlstlcated technlques of cross—cultural comparlson. S
,k Un;vers1ty of Manchester
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